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By Norman Kempster
. Washington Star ail Wrier
" Former Atty. Gen. John N. Mitch-
ell said today he was never informed
that the CIA was illegally. opening
mail and sometimes sharing the con-
tents with the FBL

Mitchell's testimony to the Senate

Inteliigence Commitiee contradicted
fo"m:r CIA director Richard Helms
who said he briefed Mitchsll on the
mail-op2ning operaticn on June I,
1371, zoout 2*/2 years
attorrney general fook ofiice.

Mitchell conf:rrred the

meetin;
v:ith Helms but said the former CIA

director discussed lega! mail cover
— the observation of :h2 outside of

envelopes ~— rather thzn openm'—' of

letters.

Askad if he dxsc 1852d the quesuon
of the legality of
Helms, Mitchell £
. believe the questi

arise dumg a conver
cover.

in tnstmony to tha ¢
week and in memos written at the
time, Helms said.he infsrmed Mitch--:
ell of the mail opening °nd ascertain-
ed the attorney gere-:' did not objoc.
o 1t
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smmittee this
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tions with Mitchell
Postmaster General Winton Bloun
the mail-opening operation,

ue for another two years before it

was terminated in 1873 by CIA Direc-

tor William E, Colby.

. THE COMMITTEE called ‘:’Inchell

to inquire s ecnfncany ahout the maii -
3 4 i ..ing Mxtchnn s tenure <.

operation as a result of Helms' testi-
mony Wednesday., But neithet the

Jawmakers nor the lormer atiorney.

gen"r"l could pass up the opportuni- - thing’ that goes on in the Fe c,eravr'zu- -

ty to discuss broader subjects of pub- -*"reau of Invesﬂaau"‘ 7’ Mitchell said

lic policy.

His face setina g'o.»er and smok- -
" ing the.pipe- that became familiar -
investigation,

‘during the Watergate
"Mitchell said there-was nb way an
~attorney general could guarantee the
legality of FBI activities.

out of ‘control if it received ille
opened_mail from the CIA w;tbout
“telling the’ attorney general about it.
“I haven't.said they were account.
Mitchell responded. I said I :
_ believe they should be accountable. I

: believe I could go back over my. €x-':

“perjences in the Justice Department

‘‘and find instances in which the Bu-'
. Teau was nat fully a-,countao.e

>

men.’
bugan in 19533, was aliowed to contin- ;
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and formai{ ‘

"I;CHELL,, WHO is 1pana ing his

conviction on c‘xarge; of obstruchiun

of juatxce and p:,rjury in the W'\t
- gate :cover- up case, served-

- attorney general in the Nixon admn-

A

"‘uon x -
Respendmg to a sug mn from'
Scri.- Howard H.: Bal'cr,. R-Tenn.::

. Sen. Walter F. Mondale, D- Mm., , 
suggested the FBI'must have beyeln
gally .

. istration ‘prior to his resignation in
21972 to become': N\\cons re-election

campaign ‘'managec.’ ‘The late: J.

~ Edgar.Hoover was k‘BI director du"-

PR o

SERTEN oractxc ly 1m30551blc ‘o" t‘" o
dttorney general 10 monitor. evecy-

"He said the only way the atxomw 3

general could control the bureau i5
through -the sclection ‘of a: director.
-~ who 15 responswe to L.e admmstra-‘ -

+ ed:what that term might be:: R
MITCHELL SAID the 0""] way
Congress can supervise the FBI or

. the CIA would be to “get your list of -

‘things you don’t want them to do and

~bomb* that “can be - put in’ an en-
:velope,’ '*'Mathias said.

.

do want.them to do, gei them (F"I .
and CIA offxcma) up hers, put them: |

- under oath and ask ther if they arg f

domg it. Then you'd find out.”

When Sen. Charles McC. Mathas,'-,g
-R:Md,, ‘lectured Mitchell on vidla- .
“tions ox the 4th Amendment, Mitcheli °
resnonded that if a foreign embassy
nad an. atomic bomDd ia it basement
“t'you.wouldn’t want to haV° to geta
warrant for tnat .

“No one has devemped an. atom'c

Je "Apparcntly somebody has . ut
‘bormbs in envelopes or you wouldn’t
.be holdmg these heamvs Mxtcnell

.'sald
3 "‘There are many kmds of bombs,"”’ {

.Mathnas rephed dryly “You said
atom:c o Colel x
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- Mitchell. said it mtgh' be prefcrao.e -
-to limit fututé FBI directors'to a sin- .
- gle term of a fixed number of years. -,
.*Neither ,Baker nor Mitchail sut‘s’eaf-
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